OCT. 28. 2008 1 0:1 3AM 



+1-212-319-5101 customer 01933 



NO. 5967 P. 2 



Appln. No, 09/696,095 
Amdt. dated October 28, 2008 
Reply to Office Action dated July 1, 2008 

Amendments to the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 64, 65, 67 and 68, amend claims 63 and 
66, and add new claim 69 as follows. The following listing of 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application. 

Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-62 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 63 (Currently Amended) . A printing information 
distribution apparatus which is adapted to be operably connected 
to portable information terminals and printers through a 
communication network, each of the portable ■ information terminals 
5 comprising first input means for inputting a first user ID of & 
portable information terminal and first transmitting means for 
transmitting the first user ID input by - the first input means 
through the communication network, and each of the printers 
comprising second input means for inputting a second user I D of a- 
10 p rinter which is input by an input operation of a user of the 
printer and d. second transmittin g means for transmitting the 
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second user ID input by the second input means - 'through the 
communication network , the apparatus comprising: 

communication means for, when one of the portable 

15 information terminals accesses the apparatus, transmitting a 
content selection screen image and a print format selection 
screen image to the one of the portable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus; 

reception means for receiving a content name and print 

20 formation information transmitted from the one o f the portable 
information terminals which accesses the apparatus , the print 
format information comprising at least sheet sel ection 
information indicating a type of a printing she et, and for 
storing the received content name and print format inform ation in 

25 a reservation information storage means associated w ith a user 
identification of the one of the portable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus; 

generation means for reading the content name and print 
format information from the reservation information storage 

30 means, generating a print content based on the read content name 
and print format information, and transmitting via an electronic 
mail a print preparation complete notification to the one of the 
portable information terminals which accesses the apparatus; and 
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distributi on means for, when one of the printers accesses 
35 the apparatus, transmitting a user identification input screen 
image to the one of the printers which accesses the apparatus, 
receiving a user identification of a portable information 
terminal transmitted from the one of the printers which accesses 
the appar atus, and transmitting the print content and print 
40 format information corresponding to the received user 

identification to the one of the printers which accesses the 
apparatus 

means for storing items 11 of print information; 
means for transmitting t o on e of the p ortable ■ information 
45 t e rminals throu g h the communication network a printing 

r e servation screen image which e nabl e s a user of the one of the 
portable information t e rminals to i n put a reservation request for 
printing a s e lected item or items of the print information st - o red 
in the print information memoxy by one of the printers and the 
50 first u s er — E©r 

means for 1 1 storing the reservation request and the first 
user ID which are transmitted from the one of Lhe portable 
information terminals through the communication network; — and 
distribution m e ans, — in respons e to the second user — HB— 
55 transmitted from one of the printers, for selecting and reading a 
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res e rvalion r equest — from the reservation reque^L arid first user 
ID sLoriny means which corresponds fcu Lhe second u ser ID 
LiausmiLLud from the one of Lhe printers, reading an iLem or 
i L ems of prinL information from Lhe print inf o rmati on storing 
60 means which oorresporida Lo the r e ad leaeivdlion request, and 

Lran&uiiLLiny Lhe read iLnu or ilema of priuL informuLiu n to the 
o ne of the printers which transmits the &econd u ser ID. 

Claim 64 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 65 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 66 (Currently Amended) . A printing information 
distribution apparatus which is adapted to be operably connected 
to portable information terminals and printers through a 
communication network, eauli of the purLablc iuf ur in atio n Luminals 
5 uuiupiioiny a, first inpuL d i iriifc Lu iupuL a first useL ID of -a 

p u rLablc. informaLi u n Lcuuinal and a firat trauami LL^r Lu Lran^mit 
Lhe firaL user ID iupuL by LLfe fir-bL input device Lhiuuyh the 
comiiimiliaLion ucLwuik, and each of Lhe prinLer^ compr ising a 
second input devils Lo inpuL a ^ c cond uoU ID of a prinL u r which 
10 ib input by an inpuL operation of a uaei of the priuL i i and a 
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second LLdUMuitL. i l Lu transmit Lhc fecund Uobi ID inpuL by the 
second I npuL device Lluuugh the commuuii.dLi o ii n e Lw u ik, - the 
apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit c onfigured to, when one of the 

15 portable information terminals ac cesses the apparatus, transmit a 
content selection screen imag e arid a p rint format select inn 
screen image to the one of the p ortable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus; 

a reception unit confi gured to receive a content name and 

20 print format informatio n transmitted from the one of the portable 
information term inals which accesses the apparatus, the print 
format in formation comprising at least sheet selection 
information indict ing a type of a printing sheet, and configured 
to store the received content name and print format information 

25 in a reservatio n information storage unit associated with a user 
identific ation of the one of the portable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus; 

a generation unit configured to read the content name and 
print format information ■ from the reservation information storage 

30 unit, generate a print content based on the read content name and 
print format information, and transmit via an electronic mail a 



-6- 



PAGE 6/21 * RCVD AT 10/28/2008 11:11:20 AM [Eastern Daylight Tlmel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/15 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID:+1 212 319 5101 * DURATION (mm -ss): 06-20 



NO. 5967 — P. 7' 



Appln. No. 09/696,095 

Amdt. dated October 28 , 2008 

Reply to Office Action dated July 1, 2008 

print pre paration complete notification to the one of the 
portable information terminals which accesses the apparatus; and 
a distribution unit configured to, when one of the printers 

35 accesses the apparatus , transmit a user identification input 
screen image to the one of the printers which accesses the 
apparatus, receive a user identification of a portable 
information terminal transmitted from the one of the printers 
which accesses the apparatus, and transmit the print content and 

40 print format information corresponding to the received user 
identification to the one of the printers which accesses the 
apparatus 

a print inf o rmation storage device whi c h stores items of 
print in - f ormation; 

45 a transmitter which transmits to on e of the portable 

information terminals through the communication ne t work a 
printing reservation scre e n image which enables a user of the one 
o f the portable information terminals to input a reservation 
request for printing a selected item or items of the print 

50 information stored in the print information memory by one of the 
printers and the first user ID; 

a reservation request and identification storage device 
which stores — bhe reservati o n request and the first user ID which 
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are transmitted Iiom the une of Lhe portable informatio n 
> 5 termina ls through the communication network, and 

ti distribution device which, in respons e t u the s e cond use - r 
ID tranamiLLcd from one ul Lhe printers, which selects and reads 
a ■reservat ion request fium the 1 ' eseruaLion request and first user 
ID storage device which corresponds to Lhe se cu nd user ID 
;o transmit ted frum the one of the printers,, reads an item or items 
of print informat ion from the print information storage device 
which corr esponds to the read reservation request, and transmits 
t - he read it e m or items of p rint information to the one of the 
printers which transmits the second user ID . 

Claim 67 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 68 (Cancelled) . 

CI aim 69 (New) . A computer readable storage medium having a 
computer program stored thereon that is executable by a computer 
5 to control a printing information distribution apparatus which is 
adapted to be operably connected to portable information 
terminals and printers through a communication network to perform 
a process comprising: 
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when one of the portable information terminals accesses the 
10 printing information distribution apparatus, transmitting a 
content selection screen image and a print format selection 
screen image to the one of the portable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus; 

receiving a content name and print format information 
15 transmitted from the one of the portable information terminals 
which accesses the apparatus, the print format information 
comprising at least sheet selection information indicating a type 
of a printing sheet; 

storing the received content name and print format 
20 information in a reservation information storage means associated 
with a user identification of the one of the portable information 
terminals which accesses the apparatus; 

reading the content name and print format information from 
the reservation information storage means; 
25 generating a print content based on the read content name 

and print format information; 

transmitting via an electronic mail a print preparation 
complete notification to the one of the portable information 
terminals which accesses the apparatus; 
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30 when one of the printers accesses the apparatus, 

transmitting a user identification input screen image to the one 
of the printers which accesses the apparatus; 

receiving a user identification of a portable information 
terminal transmitted from the one of the printers which accesses 
35 the apparatus; and 

transmitting the print content and print format information 
corresponding to the received user identification to the one of 
the printers which accesses the apparatus. 
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